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Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning (JCAL) announces  
the second run of ARTWorks and selection of the 2019-2020 Fellows  

 
Jamaica Queens, New York, December 4, 2019 — Through the generosity of the Jerome 
Foundation, JCAL organizes a 10-month Artist Residency & Training Workshop Series 
(ARTWorks), a professional development training opportunity for visual artists. The second year 
began earlier in the fall with two new Resident Fellows and ten new Seminar Fellows. 
 
ARTWorks serves New York City’s (favorable to Queens artists) emerging and underrepresented 
artists through a studio residency and professional training seminar series in cultural entrepreneurial 
skills, with hands on practicum, educational workshops, and mentorships with established working 
artists and cultural leaders. The program culminates in two exhibitions and an accompanying catalog 
of the works created and/or curated during the ARTWorks fellowship period. The goal is for the 
Fellows to walk away with knowledge for a successful self-fulfilled arts career in a range of 
communities, from self-defined and emergent, to an existing, well-defined and competitive global 
marketplace. 
 
ARTWorks is a two tiered program. Resident Fellows tier: Two Resident Fellows receive a cash 
award of $10,000 each, a full time studio at Jamaica Art Center, access to the 10-month ARTWorks 
Seminar Series and a curated two-person exhibition; Seminar Fellows tier: Ten Seminar Fellows 
are invited to access the Seminar Series, scheduled studio time, an exhibit stipend and a group 
show in Jamaica Art Center’s Miller gallery. The exhibitions will take place at the end of the series to 
honor the group’s accomplishments. 
 
RESIDENT FELLOWS 
 
Cody Ann Herrmann is a New York City based artist and community organizer with an interest in 
participatory design methods, public space, and urban resilience. Through multidisciplinary arts, 
community engagement exercises, and grassroots organizing, she applies an iterative, human centered 
approach to environmental problem solving. Since 2015 Herrmann’s practice has revolved around her 
hometown of Flushing, Queens, creating a breadth of projects critiquing policy related to land-use and 
environmental planning in areas surrounding Flushing Bay and Creek. Herrmann obtained an MFA in 
Social Practice at Queens College and a BS in Environmental Studies from Parsons School of Design. 
 
Patrice Robinson is best known for her intense, realistic portrait paintings created by using oil on wood 
panels. She gains inspiration from her personal experiences. The themes that interest Robinson are 
duality and the idea that what can be revealed in the light can also be revealed in the dark. Her paintings 
also focus on the complex psyche of a person; the anonymity and distance that surround some people 
strongly interests her. Robinson has exhibited at Sally Centigrade and Smack Mellon Galleries and has 
been featured in the Matador Review and PoetsArtists Magazine. She currently lives and works in NYC. 
 
SEMINAR FELLOWS 

 



 

 
Julia Forrest is a Brooklyn based artist. She works strictly in film and prints in a darkroom she built within 
her apartment. Her own art has always been her top priority in life, and in this digital world she will 
continue to work with old processing. While anything can be done simply in photoshop, she prefers to 
take the camera, a tool often believed to show reality, and experiment with what she can do in front of the 
lens. 
 
Monnero Guervil is a NYC Educator and Caribbean culture enthusiast who enjoys interactive 
conversations. As a result of his interests, he has been hosting Domino Discussion where people from the 
Caribbean have a platform to share their story outside of the traditional interview setting. He hopes to 
collect one hundred written, audio and video stories by the end of 2020. 
 
Christina Ko is a Korean American artist living and working in Queens, NY. Ko focuses on the 
iconography of “cute culture” to construct paintings and installations that expose underlying cultural 
archetypes. She received her BFA from Cornell University in 2013 and has since then shown work in Los 
Angeles, CA, Washington D.C., and in around NYC. Selected exhibitions include: “Downloading Place,” 
Wave Hill, Bronx, NY (2019) and “Fever Lure,” Selenas Mountain Gallery, Brooklyn, NY (2019). 
 
MO$H MALi is a non-binary black queer artist. MALi is a recent graduate of Pratt Institute’s BFA Fine Arts 
program, majoring in Drawing. MALi also has experience in jewelry making, printmaking and ceramics, as 
well as other forms of sculpture and performance art. Currently, their focus is to bring all of these skills 
together into an accessible fashion line that gives back to their community (Laurelton, NY) and other black 
communities all over the “United States of Amerikkka.” 
 
Angela Miskis is an abstract painter, born in Guayaquil, Ecuador and based in Queens, NY. Miskis’s art 
practice is centered on repurposing found objects and using surplus material, though her first love is 
painting. Miskis received her BFA in Visual and Critical Studies from the School of Visual Arts. She has 
been an artist in residence in the Leipzig International Art Program in Germany and ChaNorth 
International Artists-in-Residence Program in Pine Plains, NY. 
 
Dario Mohr is a painter, assemblage and installation artist based in Astoria, NY. Mohr combines nostalgic 
personal objects with found materials to form shrines. Although created from a personal vantage point, 
the work functions publicly to open the audience’s perspective to ways they can reimagine nostalgic 
objects as symbols for memories, people, and experiences that can take on a spirituality of their own 
when revered in a way that is decontextualized from religion. 
 
Nancy Paredes is a Latina artist born and raised in Corona, Queens. She was raised by Honduran 
immigrants who moved their family to New York in the mid 1980s. Through her work, she reconstructs 
memories of her mother’s village into images that represent nostalgia and home. 
 
Megan Roper is a Queens-based textile artist living and working in Long Island City. Her work explores 
the shared connections between strangers through discarded textiles and the multiverse of choices that 
have led each person to this moment. Roper works solely with found and previously owned textiles, 
honoring the identity of the unknown owners and the powerful associations we form with textiles 
throughout our lives. 
 
Marie E. Saint-Cyr is an artist whose work explores how we interact within imagined space and evokes 
the charm and vibrancy of Caribbean pastorals alongside the urgency and layered energy of urban 



 

landscapes. Saint-Cyr migrated to the United States from Haiti at the age of eight and currently makes 
her art in Wheatley Heights, New York, while also working as an Arts Administrator. Saint-Cyr studied at 
the Fashion Institute of Technology and at Lorenzo de’ Medici in Florence, Italy.  
 
Nyemiah Supreme is a Queens, Nyc Hip hop artist. Most known from Oxygens Hit Reality Series 
“Sisterhood of Hip Hop,” and from working with Mega Producer Timbaland. Nyemiah is well known in the 
Hip Hop community and is a staple in the forward movement of women in Hip Hop. 
 

#     #     # 
 
Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning (JCAL) 
 
Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning (JCAL), founded in 1972, is a multidisciplinary urban arts 
organization based in the diverse community of Southeast Queens. Since its founding, JCAL has 
supported the creation and presentation of local, emerging and established artists. JCAL devotes its 
mission to offering quality visual, performing and literary arts, arts education and diverse artistic programs 
to encourage participation in the arts. JCAL operates two city-owned landmark buildings owned by the 
City of New York, the Jamaica Arts Center (161-04 Jamaica Avenue) and Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center (153-10 Jamaica Avenue), is partially supported by public funds.  
 
JCAL receives ongoing general operating and program support from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs with support from Mayor Bill de Blasio, Queens Borough President Melinda Katz, the 
Queens Delegation of the New York City Council, New York City Council member I. Daneek Miller, 
Councilmember Barry Grodenchik, Councilman Rory Lancman, Councilman Donovan Richards, and 
Councilwoman Adrienne Adams. JCAL also receives funding from the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature,  and the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA); foundation and corporate support from the New York Community 
Trust, Jerome Foundation, Booth Ferris Foundation, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, Colgate Palmolive 
Foundation, Harkness Foundation for Dance, ConEdison, Resort World Casino New York City, and 
Greater Jamaica Development Corporation, and individual contributors. 
 
 
 


